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Omnia in Excellentia Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

I have always found such peace in tradition - in the 
consistency of a practice handed down from one generation 
to the next, of a custom cherished among family and friends, 
of the living transmission of the message of the Gospel in the 
Church.  As Catholics in the South we live each day steeped 
in tradition.

During this first semester of school we are blessed to celebrate two important 
traditions at JPG - homecoming and Pope St. John Paul the Great’s feast day. 
Years ago universities (the debate on ownership of this tradition is typically 
between Baylor, Illinois, and Missouri) began the tradition of inviting alumni to 
return to their alma mater. The invitation was usually to help promote a new 
athletic field or to cheer the team to victory against a big rival; to bring back 
support and to help spur the current students’ school spirit. But we know that 
homecoming is as much for the current students as it is for the alumni. Thankfully, 
our current students, faculty, staff, and alumni celebrated homecoming and all of 
its festivities with amazing spirit and sweet, simple joy. The week was one filled 
with fantastic costumes, competitions, and last minute victories. It was a reunion 
of alumni (our first official of the sort) and a welcoming of current students to the 
annual social. It was a beautiful, well-orchestrated, loud, fun, messy week.

This idea of returning home to a place of memories and of moments that conjure 
emotion is one that we cherish. We think of our childhood home in snapshots of 
long summer days, of sprinklers in the front yard, or laughter under a disheveled 
fort. We think of our college home as one of independence, of adventure, of 
plans for a future just yet imagined. But for many of us it is the home in which we 
now live and are making memories of our own that holds such joy. In this home, 
our “home coming” is not usually a grand event but rather one with dinner and 
looming laundry. It is also one with family get-togethers, game night, and evening prayers.  

All things considered, home is not the building itself; it is the memory, the place of love or support or belonging. 
Home is the beginning of our traditions of learning and making plans. We have created a home here at JPG 
in learning to emulate and to honor our patron. We have created our own memories on his feast day, living his 
tradition of devotion to the Eucharist and the Blessed Mother. And we have found joy in honoring his love of life 
by simply enjoying our beautiful oaks, our activities and time together.

Mother Teresa reminds us that to change the world we must go home and love our family. Go Home. I pray that 
your road home will always be filled with joy. I am hopeful that your road home will always lead you to and you 
will consider JPG as your home. And I am eager for the future and excited to be able to say, Welcome Home 
Guardians.

From the desk of

HeadmistressMrs. Angela Odinet CalendarCalendar
Oct 4-8 Upper School Pilgrimage 

Week
Oct 7 Headmaster's Challenge 

Shirts
Oct 8 First Academic Quarter 

Ends
Oct 11-
15 

NO SCHOOL - Fall Break

Oct 18 NO SCHOOL- Parent/
Teacher Conferences
Lunch Orders Due

Oct 20 House Shirt Day
Oct 21 Totus Tuus Thursday
Oct 22 JPII Feast Day - All School 

Mass
Oct 24 Family Fall Fest
Oct 27 LS Picture Retake Day
Oct 29 US Picture Retake Day
Oct 29 Trunk or Treat
Nov 1 All School Mass - All Saints 

Day
Nov 3 House Shirt Day
Nov 6 Women of JPG Retreat
Nov 11 Veterans Day & 

Grandparents Day
Nov 13 Collarnary Cook Off
Nov 
22-26

NO SCHOOL 
-Thanksgiving Break



 2 October 2021 Guardian     

UPCOMING EVENTS

Did you miss the Parents in Communione Event on 
September 28? Don't worry - you can listen to the 
audio of the panel on our website! 
1. Visit jpgacademy.org/parents-1
2. Enter password oakalley
3. Click Parents in Communione Audio Download 

under Documents

Parents in Communione
The mandatory quarterly parent meeting 

originally scheduled for Wednesday, October 
20, has been canceled. The next parent 

gathering will be Parents in Communione on 
Wednesday, November 17.

Parent Meeting CANCELED
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Homecoming Week at JPG is a great tradition we 
all share. This week, rooted in bringing the family 
back together like a reunion, is a crowd favorite 
across generations. This particular year was a huge 
success! Students, faculty, parents, and alumni all 
participated in honoring our love for our school and 
community. Some highlights from the week include:
• Student dress up days under the theme of A 

Parisian Dream
• The decorated floats at the Homecoming 

Parade
• The Human Hungry Hungry Hippos game and 

the Baguette 
Relay at the Pep 
Rally

• The All School 
Mass celebrated 
by Fr. Travis 
Abadie

• The big win 
against WCA-Lafayette by the Varsity Football 
team at the highest attended football game in 
years

• The first ever Alumni Association Homecoming 
BBQ

• Dancing the night away at the Fall Social where 
Homecoming King, Nicholas Polito, and Queen, 
Madeleine Hernandez, were crowned

Homecoming Week 2021 will be remembered well 
as a grand family reunion! Let's go Guardians!
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